
At the Faculty of Social Sciences (Department of Political Science) of the University of Vienna 

4 Doctoral Positions
within the ERC Project TwinPolitics

are vacant.

The central objective of TwinPolitics is to investigate the development of digital twins as a (geo)political phenomenon that could permanently
transform the interface between science and politics. Digital twins are a method for analyzing complex systems and developing "what-if"
scenarios to accelerate the implementation of global sustainability goals.

The candidates should have a background in Political Science, Marine/Environmental Social Sciences, the Social Study of Science,
Sociology, Legal Studies or a related field, with a focus on global environmental politics, international negotiations, multilateral environmental
agreements, ocean governance, data science or science-policy interrelations. Doctoral students will be expected to collaborate and experiment
with different social science methods to study the role of digital twins in global environmental agreement-making, including fieldwork at
negotiations related to marine biodiversity, plastic pollution, and deep-seabed mining. They will contribute to the further development of
concepts and methods to study the role of data in global environmental politics.
The successful candidates will work in an interdisciplinary research team within the ERC project TwinPolitics led by Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alice
Vadrot. The TwinPolitics research group will be based at the Department of Political Science of the University of Vienna and composed of the
Principal Investigator (Alice Vadrot), a research administrator, four doctoral students, two post-doctoral researchers, and two research
assistants.

This is an exciting opportunity for graduate students to develop research experience, work with senior colleagues on a new ERC-funded project 
and write a doctoral thesis in the rapidly emerging and increasingly relevant area of marine policy, politics and data. The doctoral students will be 
embedded into a vibrant research environment and be associated with the Environmental Politics and the Oceans Research Group at the 
department of Political Sciences at the University of Vienna, as well as the Vienna Doctoral School of Social Sciences.

Duration of Employment: 4 years 30.00 hours/week
Salary (gross): Job grading in accordance with collective bargaining agreement Salary Group B1 (praedoc)
Expecting Starting date: 15st September 2024
Place of Work: Vienna
Teaching responsibilities: no teaching responsibilities, but possibility to get involved

Main duties:
•Participation in research, publication and communication activities.
•Willingness to develop a doctoral research project in line with TwinPolitics, implementing its research objectives.
•Develop an exposé for a dissertation project within first 4 month of the project.
•Involvement in data collection and analysis, at international negotiation sites, as appropriate to the project.
•Take responsibility of own data management to prevent data loss.
•Keep up to date with research literature relevant to the project.
•Collaborate with members of the research team.
•Present research outputs, including drafting academic publications.
•Involvement in research administration and the organisation of project related events (e.g. seminar series, workshops, 
reading group)

https://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/
https://personalwesen.univie.ac.at/jobs-recruiting/job-center/gehaltsschema/


Person specifications
•University Degree (Diploma, MA) in one of the following fields: Political Science, Marine Social Sciences, Environmental 
Social Sciences, the Social Study of Science, Sociology, Legal Studies or a related field
•Familiarity with at least one of these areas: international negotiations, multilateral environmental agreements, ocean 
governance/marine biodiversity policy and politics, data science, digital studies
•Methodological knowledge
•For qualitative methods: ethnography/participant observation, interviewing
•For quantitative methods: training in computational social sciences methods, statistics, and previous experience with 
programming languages such as R or Python are an asset
•High-level analytical capability
•Ability to communicate complex information clearly
•Excellent knowledge of English
•Other language skills such as German, Chinese or other UN languages are an asset
•Computer literacy
•Ability to work in teams
•Willingness to travel

Application:
Applications should be uploaded  here by 24 July 2024 and include the following documents in English Language:
•Cover Letter (max 1 page)
•Curriculum vitae
•One academic writing sample (e.g., publication, term paper, chapter of master thesis)
•2 References (names and contact details. F.i.: thesis supervisor)

Selection & Next Steps:
Following  the  closing  date,  we  will  contact  you  by  email  to  let  you  know  whether  or  not  you  have  been 
shortlisted to participate in the next stage of the selection process. Interviews will be held between 6th and 9th of 
August 2024.

For inquiries about the application process, please contact: twinpolitics.erc.powi@univie.ac.at

For informal enquiries about the job, please contact Assoc. Prof. Dr. Alice Vadrot: alice.vadrot@univie.ac.at.

About TwinPolitics: TwinPolitics is an ERC-funded five-year research project led by Assoc-. Prof. Dr. Alice Vadrot. The central objective of TwinPolitics 
is to investigate the development of digital twins as a (geo)political phenomenon that could permanently transform the interface between science and 
politics. Digital twins are a method for analyzing complex systems and developing "what-if" scenarios to accelerate the implementation of global 
sustainability goals. The TwinPolitics Team will critically assess how digital twins can contribute to more equitable practices of negotiating and 
implementing global environmental agreements in the future. The team will develop new methods to empirically investigate digital twins as socio-
technical and political relationships and model their emergence at the interface between science and politics. To this end, the TwinPolitics research 
group will combine methods from ethnography and computational social science and apply them to digital ocean twins in the EU, China, and the USA. 
Ethnographic data will be collected at different policy levels and from various research sites to identify which features of digital twins promote inclusion, 
diversity, and equity, These will then be fed into socio-technical models. In a final step, the use of digital twins in multilateral negotiations will be tested 
using three examples: the International Seabed Authority, negotiations on a new UN plastics agreement, and negotiations on the conservation and 
sustainable use of marine biodiversity.
https://twinpolitics.eu/
@TwinPolitics

About the European Research Council (ERC): The ERC, set up by the European Union in 2007, is the premier European funding organisation for 
excellent frontier research. It funds creative researchers of any nationality and age, to run projects based across Europe. The ERC's mission is to 
encourage the highest quality research in Europe through competitive funding and to support investigator-driven frontier research across all fields, 
based on scientific excellence.

We look forward to new personalities in our team!
The University of Vienna has an anti-discriminatory employment policy and attaches great importance to equal opportunities and diversity.
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